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Learning for Life 
  3rd December 2025      Issue 13 

 

Congratulations to this weeks winner – Dorset with 235 points! 
    2nd Cornwall with 218, 3rd Somerset with 209 and 4th Devon with 193 

 

Running total for the term:     Devon:  791     Dorset:  891     Somerset:  954   Cornwall:  218 
 

Keep up the great work everyone!
                                                     

      Year 1 & 2 Play 
 – Wednesday, 10th December 
Both children and staff have been working very hard to 
ensure they are ready to perform and entertain parents 
next week.  
There will be 2 performances of ‘Inn-spectors’, 9:30am 
and 1:45pm for which there is a small admission charge of 
£2.00 for adults and £1.50 for children. Tickets are selling 
fast and can be purchased by returning the appropriate 
order form and fe1530e to school.  Please note that due 
to high demand there will be a limit of 2 tickets per family, 
should you wish to order more we will put your name on 
a waiting list and notify you should the performance not 
sell out. 
Please be reminded that complimentary tickets for 
the dress rehearsal, on Tuesday, 10th December  
at 1:45pm are available for the Over 60’s, upon 
request. 
Parents driving to school for the play should be reminded 
not to park in the Village Hall Car Park as these spaces 
are reserved for the organisations who have a Village 
Hall booking.                                                      
 
 

Photos and Videos  
Please may we remind you, that we do have children 
who need their identities protected and ask you 
not to upload online any videos, photographs, or 
items such as performance programmes, listing 
children’s names from school events.  Please be mindful 
of this when attending the KS1 Nativity and Reception 
Celebration; whilst we are happy for you to take photos 
and videos these should only be kept by you privately. 
 

School Drop Off and Pick Up 
A couple of parents have asked me to put something on 
the Willand Word regarding people waiting and blocking 
the paths on the park. The drive gates are closed each 
morning and afternoon therefore parents can come down 
on the drive to wait with their children to drop off and 
pick up. This should reduce the number of people 
blocking the paths. Please remember we do not allow 
dogs or smoking on the school site, this includes the 
school drive. Thank you for your cooperation with this. 
 

 
 
 

 

Attendance 
As part of Devon County Council's drive to improve school 
attendance, we will be sharing our attendance statistics 
with you for the week ending Friday, 28th November 
2025. 
Year Group     %Attendance    Year Group     %Attendance 
  Reception             91.72                 3                        97.20 

           1                    98.47                 4                        94.19 

           2                    93.79                 5                        93.23 

                                                            6                        94.38   

The Current National figure for comparison is 95.4% 
 

Save the Children 
Christmas Jumper Day  
– Thursday, 11th December 
We are asking children to join in with 
Christmas Jumper Day and would love to see everyone 
wearing a Christmas jumper along with non-school 
uniform on Thursday 11th December.  
If you would like to donate towards this worthwhile 
charity, it will be most welcome on the day. 
 

Also:  Children can wear Christmas jumpers on Christmas 
dinner day (Wed 17th December) and the last day of term 
– Thursday, 18th December. 
 

Lost Property 
We will be attempting to clear all lost property before the 
end of term, the tubs of lost property will be brought out 
to the front of school over the next few days; look out for 
the large red boxes! 
 

School Term Reminders 
Friday, 19th December school will be closed to children for 
staff training and, also the following 2 weeks for 
Christmas holiday.  School will re-open on Monday, 5th 
January. 
 

Thank you for your  

continued support 

Naomi Tottle 

Headteacher 

http://www.willand.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:office@willand.devon.sch.uk
mailto:governors@willand.devon.sch.uk
mailto:lunches@willand.devon.sch.uk
mailto:absence@willand.devon.sch.uk
https://login.schoolgateway.com/
mailto:willandschoolptfa@gmail.com


Contact us: Telephone: 01884 820367 / 829463   Website:  www.willand.devon.sch.uk   Email:  office@willand.devon.sch.uk       
 governors@willand.devon.sch.uk        lunches@willand.devon.sch.uk              absence@willand.devon.sch.uk 

Online Payments: https://login.schoolgateway.com PTFA: willandschoolptfa@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding - From time to time the school may need to make referrals to Children and Young People’s Services 

 

Online Safety –  
‘Wake Up Wednesday’ 
Attached are the latest top tips from the 
National College.  This week’s theme is … 

                       ‘Tracking Devices’ 
 

Bluetooth tracking devices like Apple’s AirTag and 
Samsung’s Smart Tags have exploded in popularity, with 
millions sold each year.  These small tools help people 
locate their lost items, but their discreet design has also 
made them attractive for more sinister purposes.  From 
stalking to bullying, tracking devices present unique risks 
that trusted adults need to understand and address. 
 

As always, if you have any questions relating to online 
safety, please contact Mrs Maynard (Online safety Lead) 
 

National Child Measurement Programme 
Earlier this year, parents of children in Reception and Year 
6 will have received an email regarding the above national 
child measurement programme.   
We would like to remind those parents to complete the 
opt out form by Friday 19th December if you do not want 
your child to take part. 
 

Class 4H Swimming 
Thank you to all parents who have already 

made a voluntary contribution towards this ongoing 
activity. If you have overlooked this, contributions can still 
be accepted online at www.schoolgateway.com or cash / 
cheque payments can be made via the school office.  The 
total cost is £15.00 for all sessions (£2.50 per session). 
Cheques to be made payable to Devon County Council. 
Please help us to provide this activity by continuing to 
support the school. 
 

Choir Performance 
Towards the end of our final choir session 
this week, we would like to invite parents 
in to watch a performance of the songs 
that we have been learning as well as 
some of the warm-up songs that the children have 
enjoyed. This will start at 4pm. Please enter the school via 
the main office. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Reception Wishlist 
To enrich the learning experiences we offer, we are 
looking for the following items:  
Puppets, Hats, Reading glasses, Office equipment such as 
keyboards, mice, screens-Magnetic tiles, Children's 
building blocks, Diaries, notebooks, calendars (unused), 
Sieves-Cushions, Baking trays, Rolling pins, Wooden 
chopping boards, Photo frames.  
If you have any of these items in good condition and are 
willing to donate them to us, please drop them in to the 
school office or give them to one of the reception 
teachers on the gate. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

SEND Information 
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PTFA NEWS 
As well as our fabulous raffle, today we also 
launch our new Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/share/17ieMu8Aim
/?mibextid=wwXIfr 
Follow us to see all our latest news and updates! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Willand School Lunch Menu for week commencing  
Monday, 8th December 

 
MONDAY 

 

 
TUESDAY 

 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 
THURSDAY 

 
FRIDAY 

Westcountry 
beef burger in 
a plain bap 

Chicken 
Fajitas 

Roast beef Chicken curry  
Naan bread 
and rice 

Harry 
Ramsden`s 
Fish 

Vegetarian 
burger in a 
plain bap 

Quorn Fajitas Quorn sausage Macaroni 
cheese 

Homemade 
Cheese 
Wheel 

Potato 
wedges/ 
pasta 
Baked beans/ 
peas 
Salad Bar 

Rice/pasta 
Mixed 
vegetables 
Salad Bar 

Roast/mashed 
Potatoes 
Yorkshire 
pudding 
Fresh Carrots 
Gravy 
Salad Bar 

Green Beans 
Salad Bar 
Crisps 

Chips / Pasta 
Seasonal 
vegetables 
Tomato 
Sauce 
Salad Bar 

Ice cream and 
peaches 
Fresh Fruit 
Yoghurt 

Syrup sponge 
and custard 
Fresh Fruit 
Yoghurt 

American 
Pancake and 
cream 
Fresh Fruit 
Yoghurt 

Strawberry 
jelly and fruit 
cocktail 
Fresh Fruit 
Yoghurt 

Iced Sponge 
Fresh Fruit 
Yoghurt 

PASTA POTS with Italian tomato sauce or cheese  
JACKET POTATO with cheese, beans or tuna 
WRAPSWITH FILLINGS: Ham, Chicken or Cheese 

 

                              to remember… 

Tuesday 9th December   
Y1 & 2 Play Dress Rehearsal  
@ 1:45pm 

Wednesday 10th 
December   

Y1 & 2 Play @ 9:30am & 1.45ppm  

Thursday 11th December 
Save the Children  
Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 12th December 
Reception Classes Christmas 
Celebration @ 9:15am  

Monday 15th December   
Reception & KS1  
Christmas Party  

Tuesday 16th December KS2 Christmas Party  

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Lunch 

Friday 19th December  Non pupil Day 

Monday 22nd December Start of Christmas Holiday 

Monday 5th January Start of Spring term 
For full calendar of events, please click below –  

https://willand.devon.sch.uk/Calendarofevents.pdf 
 

Academic Year 2026/27 
Monday 7th September  Start of Autumn Term 2026 

Friday 23rd October Non-pupil Day 

Mon 26th – Fri 30th October Half Term 

Friday 18th December End of Autumn Term 2026 

Mon 21st  – Fri 31st December  Christmas Holidays 

Monday 4th January   Non-pupil Day 

Tuesday 6th January Start of Spring Term 2027 

Mon 15th – Fri 19th February Half Term 

Fri 26th & Mon 29th March Easter Bank Holidays 

Tuesday 30th March –      
                      Friday 9th April 

Easter Holidays 

Monday 20th April Start of Summer Term 2027 

Monday 3rd May May Bank Holiday 

Monday 31st May Whitsun Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 1st – Friday 4th June Half Term 

Thursday 22nd July End of Summer Term 2027 

http://www.willand.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:office@willand.devon.sch.uk
mailto:governors@willand.devon.sch.uk
mailto:lunches@willand.devon.sch.uk
mailto:absence@willand.devon.sch.uk
https://login.schoolgateway.com/
mailto:willandschoolptfa@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/share/17ieMu8Aim/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/17ieMu8Aim/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://willand.devon.sch.uk/Calendarofevents.pdf


Contact us: Telephone: 01884 820367 / 829463   Website:  www.willand.devon.sch.uk   Email:  office@willand.devon.sch.uk       
 governors@willand.devon.sch.uk        lunches@willand.devon.sch.uk              absence@willand.devon.sch.uk 

Online Payments: https://login.schoolgateway.com PTFA: willandschoolptfa@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding - From time to time the school may need to make referrals to Children and Young People’s Services 

 

 

EVENTS 
Please see the noticeboard outside the school office for 
the following events 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Please note that we are unable to check on the validity of 
the companies or the people running the schemes, and if 
those working with children have the correct police 
checks. 

 

 

 

Kids Holiday Heroes 
Wrap around care at Willand School 
We are open from 8-9am and from 3.30-6pm Mon-Thurs 
and 3.30-5.30pm Friday.  The service will be available for 
all children from Year 2 to Year 6. 
 
The cost of wrap around care will be £5.80 per hour. 
 
During our breakfast club from 8am to 9am we provide 
your child with a healthy breakfast.  A healthy snack and 
drink will be available during the after-school club. 
 
For Bookings or any further questions, please email 
bookings@kidsholidayheroes.co.uk 
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